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CONFIDENTIAL USUN 5541 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, UN, CB, RW 

SUBJ: RWANDAN ABSENCE ON KHMER VOTE 

REF: USUN 5520 

1. RWANDAN PERMREP NKUNDABAGENZI TOLD AMB SCHAUFELE 
DEC 1 1 THAT HE HAD DELIBERATELY ABSENTED HIMSELF FROM 
VOTE ON DEFERRAL OF KHMER QUESTION DEC 5 BECAUSE 

HE HAD NOT RECEIVED INSTRUCTIONS TO SUPPORT DEFERRAL. 

THOSE INSTRUCTIONS ARRIVED MORNING DEC 6. 

2. HIS PREVIOUS INSTRUCTIONS WERE TO FOLLOW NON ALIGNED 
POSITION, WITH WHICH HE DISAGREED. THEREFORE, HE 
PREFERRED TO ABSENT HIMSELF. 

3. COMMENT: WE TEND TO CREDIT NKUNDABAGENZI'S 
EXPLANATION AS ACCURATE. HE HAS BEEN HELPFUL IN THE 
PAST, AND HAS SUPPORTED US POSITIONS SOMETIMES IN FACE 

OF OVERWHELMING CONTRARY AFRICAN POSITIONS HERE. THEREFORE 
WE BELIEVE NO ACTION NEED BE TAKEN IN KIGALI AS SUGGESTED 
FIRST SENTENCE PARA 3 REFTEL. OTHER ACTION SUGGESTED WOULD BE 
USUFUL HOWEVER. 

BENNETT 
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